NEWSFLASH
October 2021

Hello Swamp Foxes, welcome to the October 2021 Newsletter.
It was great to see you all at the September meeting, 20 members joined us for the evening, Plenty of
models on the tables so you have been busy at your benches again, as always Stay Flexible, check
your emails for any short notice changes...........
We had a visit from the Region 12 Coordinator Jeff Neal and Tim Kirkland, Jeff presented the awards
for IPMS/USA Region 12 Newsletter of the Year and Website of the Year as well as the Member of the
year to Ralph Nardone, always good to see you guys.
Charleston SCMA put on a good little show on Saturday 2nd of Oct, Myself, Tom Wingate, Rick Broome
along with Norm and Carrie took a trip down, Vendors were good and carried a good variety, 59
entered models, over 300 models on the tables, There will be a new venue in 2022 and a date in July.
If you have an article or an idea for an article, please contact me.
Check out the great builds and works in progress by our members in members models.
Stay Safe, Hang in there and .............. Keep on Building
From the Front Office…
Howdy, all!
Our next meeting will be held on 20 October at 6PM at the Lexington Library. I hope to see you there.
We’ve been doing the pandemic thing for nearly two years, so you know the drill—if you feel sick, or
have recently been sick, stay home. If you aren’t comfortable meeting indoors, stay home. Masks are
encouraged.
This month is officer nomination month. I’ve gone over this for the past few months, so be ready to
nominate the next group of folks who will guide the club. Reminder—if you want to nominate
someone, that person needs to not only be at the meeting, they have to accept the nomination… We
will discuss the Model Kit Swap Meet, to be held 13 November at St. Alban’s Episcopal Church. We can
set up Friday evening if we want, and the doors open at 9AM on Saturday morning. I figure we’ll start
breaking things down around 2 or 3 PM—that’s when the previous meets used to start dwindling.
Thanks to Mike Gearon and John Helms for securing the venue.
Otherwise, that’s all there is for now. Cheers, all!
Ralph
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Fighting Cocks’ Anniversary Phantom
Number 43 Squadron of the Royal Air Force was formed in 1916 as part of the Royal Flying
Corps in Stirling, Scotland, from parts of No. 18 Reserve Squadron. Equipped with a mixture
of aircraft, they would train until late 1916 when they would receive Sopwith 1-1/2 Strutters.
At the same time, the squadron was reassigned to the Western Front. When they were
equipped in 1926 with the Gloster Gamecock, the squadron adopted the name “The Fighting
Cocks”. They would served through both World Wars, in the Middle East, and, in 1969, would
become the first RAF Squadron to operate the McDonnell Phantom in the form of the F-4K,
aka the FG.1.
The squadron received surplus aircraft from the Royal Navy’s order for 48 aircraft. The RN
accepted 20 of the airplanes, and the RAF received the rest and assigned them to No. 43
Squadron at RAF Leuchars in Fife, Scotland. They would operate the type until they
transitioned into the Panavia Tornado GR.1 in July 1989.
The Fighting Cocks were stood down in 2009 for the fourth time in squadron history, and
remain dormant today.
The airplane—McDonnell-Douglas Phantom FG.1
In Britain, the Defence White Papers of 1954 and 1966 resulted in the cancellations of the
P.1154 supersonic Kestrel and the TSR.2 supersonic strike aircraft, leaving holes in both the
Fleet Air Arm and the Royal Air Force’s plans. As a result, the Ministry of Defence went
shopping for suitable aircraft. Both services settled on the McDonnell-Douglas F-4 Phantom
II. These aircraft were based on the F-4J variant used by the U.S. Navy. The in-house
designations were F-4K for the FAA and F-4M for the RAF. In service, they would become the
FG.1 (Fighter/Ground Attack) and FGR.2 (Fighter/Ground Attack/Reconnaissance),
respectively.
The British Phantoms were required to contain a certain percentage of British-built
components, and in this case, the General Electric J79 turbojets were replaced by a pair of
Rolls-Royce Spey turbofans with reheat. The new powerplant required wider inlets and a
deeper rear fuselage. To enable operations from the short deck of the Ark Royal, a doubleextendible nose gear strut was fitted.
The kit
The modeling world was not well-served with kits of the Spey-engined British Phantoms until
the late 1980’s. Most of the previous kits were nothing but standard U.S. J-79-powered
airplanes with British roundels on the decal sheet and (maybe) different exhausts. Most of
these kits also represented the early thin-wing Phantom, as well, and had shape and
proportion issues. Even the one British Phantom kit that was close to correct, the Matchbox
offering, had other issues.
Scale modelers rejoiced in 1987, when Fujimi added the Spey Phantoms to their new series
of 1/72nd scale Phantom kits. Fujimi issued the kit as an F-4K and F-4M (with no letterbox
antenna on the fin cap), and the FG.1 and FGR.2 (with the fairing), including the Aeroplane
and Armament Experimental Establishment (A&AEE) “Raspberry Ripple” schemes and the

Alcock and Brown anniversary FGR.2’s. Italeri recently re-boxed the Fujimi kit, which is great
news to those people who have trouble obtaining Fujimi kits these days.
The early issues of the Fujimi kits were simplified—the wing was molded “clean”, with all
control surfaces in the neutral position. The auxiliary air intake doors on the aft fuselage were
misplaced (they sat a little low), the exhausts were simplified, and the underside aux air doors
were molded closed. Subsequent issues of the kit added separate ailerons, repositioned the
fuselage air doors, added underside aux doors, and included multi-part exhausts. Most
issues of the kit included two sets of canopy parts—one multi-piece and a one-piece unit for
those who wished to build the model with the canopies closed. Some issues of the kit
included vinyl tires and white metal wheels.

Photo 1: The first of Fujimi's Spey Phantom kits.
The model
How I came to own this kit influenced how I would finish it.
One of my first modeling gurus, Rick, began selling off his 1/72 nd scale kits a while back, and
gave me two large boxes of kits that he couldn’t sell. A short time ago, Rick contacted me
because he was looking for a British Phantom kit. He remembered he had given me one in
those big boxes of kits, and if I wasn’t going to build it, he would be interested in getting it
back. I did some digging, but could not find the kit. He bought the Airfix kit to feed his need…
While searching for some other bits I needed, I came across a large box that was buried
under my workbench. Upon opening the box, I was greeted with several things that had not
seen the light of day since our last move in 2006, including the Fujimi FG.1. I sent him a text
and asked if he still needed the kit. He said no, he had the Airfix kit and was good. So, I put
this one on the pile to be built concurrently with the two Hasegawa kits in work.

Having recently acquired the Airfix S.2C Buccaneer, I was initially tempted to build this model
with the kit decals from 892 NAS, because I couldn’t find anything that caught my eye.
Rick builds squadron timelines, and one of “his” squadrons is 43 Squadron. A quick look
through the decal stash produced an older Xtradecal sheet (XD004-72) that featured
XV571/A, the 43 Squadron Commanding Officer’s airplane in the squadron’s 70 th anniversary
scheme that featured large black and white checks on the tail. The decals provoked a
memory of the same airplane in a more elaborate scheme, and after a short Google search,
this is what I found:

Photo 2: Look at that! (Photo: Jim Evans, 43 Sqn RAF)
The airplane appeared with the full set of black and white checks for one day before the checks on the
spine were removed, before the aircraft even flew in that scheme. As Mr. Jim Evans, former 43
Squadron member, recalled:
“(The photo shows) ‘Alpha’ on the day we got her back from the painters on the Friday (before the
anniversary weekend—Ed.). I ‘project managed’ the task, starting from a bit of design. The Boss, Al
Winkles, liked the idea of her being painted as a fighting cock so I coloured over one of the Sqn Prints.
Meanwhile, Alan Carlaw or Dougald Cameron of Sqn Prints submitted the design that the AOC agreed
to. However, Al Winkles just told me to go with Alan’s/Dougald’s design, forgetting to tell me that the
AOC’s parting shot was ‘without the spine’. I don’t think Alpha ever flew with the spine paintwork; she
was back in the paint shop straight after the anniversary weekend...
In answer to your question, you will see that there are names on the canopy. Definitely Al Winkles on
the front but for some reason I recall it might have been Flt Lt Ian Brain on the back. The other thing to
note is the non-standard Wing Cdr’s pennant. Al and I had visited the paint shop the day before and I

noted that there was no pennant. I assumed that the painters would have a standard pattern but was
surprised by blank faces. I said ‘you know, a little triangular blue flag with a light blue inner triangle
and red stripes’. They nodded and that’s pretty much what we got!"
(Interview and photo courtesy of britmodeler.com)

Let’s get it on!
After assessing what Rick had accomplished before closing the box lo those many moons
ago, I took stock. The cockpit had been painted gray and the instrument panels and control
sticks had been installed. The inlets had been assembled and installed on the fuselage
halves, the wing had been assembled, and the fuselage air doors had been installed. The
seats were assembled. I gathered the remaining parts—yep, everything was there except the
wing and centerline tanks, which I could live without. I removed the main parts from the sprue
for clean-up, and stored them in small plastic cups for later.
I started to dress the seams. I don’t know when he started the kit, but the one thing I was
certain of was that all the glue joints were completely dry! The inlet seams were worked
down, and in order to preserve that lovely Fujimi surface detail, I pre-scribed them before I
sanded. Every time I stopped sanding to check my progress, I would scribe the lines. It is
easier to do it this way than it is to sand the area smooth and have to figure out what needs to
be re-scribed. The same procedure was used as I sanded down the engine trunk air doors,
the bridle hook inserts, and the wing leading edges.
Incidentally, as much as people holler about the lack of bleed air slots on the new Airfix kits,
Fujimi’s are much simplified and could stand some re-work, too, for those who are up to it.
Fujimi’s are basically a series of sunken rectangles, but no vane detail is molded in…
The cockpit was more or less assembled, but the rear stick had been installed per the kit
instructions—I guess Fujimi didn’t realize that the British Phantoms didn’t have a rear stick. I
managed to get the part out and filled the hole in the floorboard. The vertical side panels in
the aft cockpit were installed. I gave the cockpit, sidewalls, and seats a shot of Vallejo’s Dark
Gull Gray-there was no way I would ever match the color Rick applied. Once dry, the
instrument panels and consoles were detailed with Vallejo NATO Black. I used a thinner
application of the black, which did a good job of coloring the areas without being a dark,
opaque layer—it was almost a wash. The seat cushions were painted with a Vallejo Dark
Green, and the seat harnesses were picked out with Vallejo Desert Sand surface primer,
darkened a bit with the green and black. Once the seats were dry, I installed them and gave
the cockpit a black pin wash, using the same NATO Black I used earlier. I was happy with the
level of detail and called it good.

Photo 3: The cockpit from the front…

Photo 4: And the back.
The cockpit was installed in the fuselage and the fuselage halves assembled. I made sure to
line up the surfaces to avoid steps, and also made sure the joints were tight so there would be

no gaps. Actually, I did the “gap check” before I assembled the halves, since it is easier to
tweak then that it is after you have cement working. Make an effort, too, to make sure the
spreader bar inside the aft fuselage is cemented correctly. If it isn’t, you will have some
difficulties later.
The underside nose piece was installed dry, and then the wing was offered up. Working from
the back, the wing was cemented into place, followed by one side of the nose tray. I used a
strip of masking tape stretched from wingtip to wingtip over the top of the fuselage to draw the
wing-to-fuselage seam together. Once the cement began to set, I used a toothpick to wedge
the “free” side of the nose tray into place—the long seam line from the inlet to the radome
tended to create a step on one side, the toothpick pushed everything into alignment. I tacked
the joint with thin CA, and then applied some Tamiya Extra Thin into the seam. I held the
assembly for a few minutes, and then removed the toothpick. Some cement was applied to
secure the inlet to the nose tray—I needed to draw everything together with some tape again,
and left the model until the cement dried.

Photo 5: Securing the wing
With that, the bulk of assembly was complete. There were, of course, several areas that
needed attention—namely, the lower wing to nose underside to inlet trunk joints. This is a
common problem with F-4 kits. No worries, they can be handled with some Evergreen strip
and CA. Once the CA cures, sand it smooth. You might want to do what we did earlier when
the inlets were blended in—pre-scribe the existing panel lines so they don’t get erased while
sanding. The joints aft, near the exhaust, needed only a light sanding to blend the glue joint.
Once all the issues are addressed, buff the areas with the Scotchbrite pad.
I replaced the air data probes on the fin leading edge with Minimeca small-gauge stainless
tubing, and installed the red anti-collision light using a bit of red Lite-Brite peg.

Painting this one requires some thought. I painted the spine, sides of the vertical tail, cockpit
“mask” area, and the areas that would be bare metal with Tamiya Flat Black. The “mask” area
around the cockpit was covered with Tamiya tape.
After referring to photos and screen shots, I laid out the checks onto a sheet of paper. Trim
the template to size and place it over wide strip of Tamiya tape. Secure the template with
more tape. With a brand new #11 blade and a straightedge, cut the checks. Once the lines
were all cut, I removed the template and laid a narrow strip of tape over each column of
checks, one at a time, and used this to transfer the masks to the model. Burnish the strip
down, and remove the masks over the white checks. Then repeat with the left and right
column of checks.
The sides of the tail were child’s play in comparison. Make a template, cut the lines, and then
cover the entire mask with another piece of tape to hold the mask together while you transfer
it to the model. Remove the masks where the white checks go.
I painted the white checks using Badger’s Stynylrez primer. I was impressed with the primer,
too, and will be giving it additional “road tests” on later projects. The masking was removed,
any glitches (mercifully, there were very few of those), and the areas were masked again to
their final shape and size.

Photo 6: Check and mate...
The inboard sections and leading edges of the stabilators, shingle panel area, exhausts, and
tailhook were painted with various shades of Vallejo Metal Color paints and allowed to dry.
Once they had sat overnight, the shingle panel area and stabilators were masked.
Camouflage was applied next, using Gunze-Sanyo Aqueous Hobby Color H-332, H-334, and
H-335 (Light Aircraft Grey, Barley Grey, and Medium Sea Grey) thinned with Tamiya X-20A

thinner. Care was taken to ensure complete coverage was achieved. Remember, this
airplane was literally straight out of the paint shop, so I did no weathering at all.
Once the paint was dry enough to do so, I removed all the masking. No lifts, no runs, no
errors. Well, not many—looking at the photos, my spine checks are a little short—they should
come forward to the black cockpit “mask”. I did notice that the aft end of the cockpit mask
was a little short, so I masked it and extended it, which made things look better. Anything else
would have required too much risk for the reward, and I decided to leave well enough alone.
The model sat overnight to fully dry. The paint was inspected and any issues fixed—there
were a few rough patches that got buffed down with a 3,000 grit Micro Mesh Flex Pad, and
some dust and other goobers were removed. Incredibly, no paint touch-ups were necessary,
so I applied several thin coats of Future and again set the model aside to fully dry before
decals were applied. The model sat for 48 hours, and then I started to apple the decals.

Photo 7: Mmmm, shiny...
Here’s where some issues cropped up. I started with the maintenance placards on the top of
the wing, and, since the Xtradecal sheet didn’t include them, I used the Fujimi decals. As I
placed the decals and added a drop of diluted Solvaset, I noticed that the paint began to
literally dissolve under the decals. I stripped the decals, and let the area sit for a while before
I feathered the paint out and touched the areas up.
On the second attempt, I applied the Xtradecals roundels and Fujimi wing walk borders to the
upper wing surfaces. I planned to place the decals using only water, and then sparingly use
the diluted Solvaset. The wing walks went down okay (I needed some Mr. Mark Softer to get
them to lay down into the panel lines), but the Xtradecals started developing a dark stain
around them, as if the decal adhesive was bonding with the paint. I let everything dry for a
few hours, and when I came back, the roundels still had dark circles around and under them.

Using distilled water and a microfiber cloth, I gently tried to remove what I thought was decal
adhesive residue, but whatever happened, it was there to stay.
So, with a little alcohol and a paper towel, the outer upper wing panels were stripped to bare
plastic and re-painted.
So, what to do now?
This is when you get to bring out those old problem solving skills. I had two choices—either
purchase a new decal sheet, or work with what I had.
I decided to work with what I had. Since there were only a few of the Xtradecal items that I
had to use (the fin flashes on the letterbox and insignia for the intakes), I trimmed them to the
image to eliminate as much of the clear film as I could. I decided that I would use the Fujimi
decals wherever possible, again trimming them as close to the printed image as I could. I
only added the prominent maintenance placards.
Knowing that Solvaset and Mr. Mark Softer are mostly alcohol, I decided to use only Micro Set
(acetic acid or vinegar) and Future to bed the decals. While I can’t say that the decal
solutions caused the issues (I believe it was the decal adhesive), I wanted to mitigate any
possibility of damage.
The decals were soaked in warm water, and when they were moveable on the paper, I gently
picked each up image with tweezers and dipped it into a cup containing Future that I diluted
about 50-50 with distilled water. The item was placed onto the model and allowed to sit for a
few seconds, then I wicked off the excess Future with the corner of a paper towel or a cotton
swab. The decals were left dry face up. The aftermarket decals settled nicely into the panel
detail, but the kit decals did not. A sharp #11 blade was used to trace the panel lines, then
more of the diluted Future was applied. Once dry, the decals conformed.
The lessons learned: Even though the same products and combinations of products have
worked for you with no issues for years, that is no guarantee that problems won’t eventually
crop up. What separates the good craftsman from the not so good craftsman is how they
handle the adversity. The not so good craftsman throws their hands up and proclaims the
project is ruined and destroys it. The good craftsman steps back, analyzes the failure, and
forms a new plan.
I preach this all the time in Model Building 101. There is very little that can go wrong that
cannot be fixed with a little work. “But”, I can hear some saying, “what if the Future trick didn’t
work?” Simple, I would have found another way around the problem—even if that meant
stripping and repainting the model, and using a different set of decals. In retrospect, using a
30-year old decal sheet and 30-year old kit decals may not have been the smartest thing to
do, but I had them in hand. Hannant’s offers these same markings on a relatively new decal
set, and hindsight says that I probably would have been better off opening my wallet and
ordering them. But I persevered and got the job done with what I had on hand.

Photo 8: Decals in progress. The cup with the stirrer has a small amount of diluted Future, which is
used to bed the decals.
Because the kit items are thicker than aftermarket decals, I gave the model another couple of
coats of Future to help hide the edges of the markings. Once the Future had dried for several
days, I used a 2400 grit Micromesh pad to polish the final clear coat and blend the decals in.
It sounds scary, but use a light touch and all will be well.
I added a very light panel line wash and weathered the shiny bits at the loud end with artists’
oils, let the oils dry, and then applied a final clear coat. For this, I used a bottle of Vallejo Matt
Varnish that I allowed to sit and let the flattening agent settle. I did not shake the bottle,
added several drops of the vehicle to the airbrush cup, thinned it slightly with Vallejo Airbrush
Thinner, and applied a very light coat. The final finish was slightly glossy, almost an eggshell
finish.
The remaining bits—wheels, gear doors, canopies, and antennas—were painted and
installed, and the model was finished.
The base is a simple sheet of packing foam edges with basswood. A sheet of felt covers the
bottom and a section of mat board simulates the ramp area. Using an overhead photo of the
former RAF Leuchars, I drew the expansion joints with a pencil, along with a few cracks. The
ramp area was painted with various shades of gray, the traffic lines masked and painted, and
some Woodlands Scenics ground foam was glues here and there to represent weeds.
The placard was designed in Microsoft publisher, printed onto card stock, and mounted to mat
board. It was trimmed to size and glued to the base, along with the finished model.
On to the glamour shots…

Ralph Nardone

A True American Hero from South Carolina

A post I found on Facebook
We post some incredible stories of valor on this page but this one of a Navy Seal refusing to leave a
man behind has to be in the top three. Medal of Honor recepient Navy Seal Michael Thorton was born
in Greenville, South Carolina and raised on the family farm near Spartanburg. Thornton joined the
Navy upon graduating from high school in 1967 and completed the rigorous training to join the SEALs,
the Navy’s elite sea-air-land special operations force. As overall American conventional forces were
gradually withdrawn from Vietnam in the early 1970s, the “unconventional warfare” role of Navy
SEALs grew. In the spring of 1972, Petty Officer Thornton was assigned to a mission under the
command of Lt. Thomas Norris. Michael Thornton’s Medal of Honor citation reads:
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while
participating in a daring operation against enemy forces.
“PO Thornton, as Assistant U.S. Navy Advisor, along with a U.S. Navy lieutenant serving as Senior
Advisor, accompanied a three-man Vietnamese Navy SEAL patrol on an intelligence gathering and
prisoner capture operation against an enemy-occupied naval river base. Launched from a Vietnamese
Navy junk in a rubber boat, the patrol reached land and was continuing on foot toward its objective
when it suddenly came under heavy fire from a numerically superior force.
“The patrol called in naval gunfire support and then engaged the enemy in a fierce firefight,
accounting for many enemy casualties before moving back to the waterline to prevent encirclement.
“Upon learning that the Senior Advisor had been hit by enemy fire and was believed to be dead, PO
Thornton returned through a hail of fire to the lieutenant’s last position; quickly disposed of two
enemy soldiers about to overrun the position, and succeeded in removing the seriously wounded and
unconscious Senior Naval Advisor to the water’s edge. He then inflated the lieutenant’s lifejacket and
towed him seaward for approximately two hours until picked up by support craft.
“By his extraordinary courage and perseverance, PO Thornton was directly responsible for saving the

life of his superior officer and enabling the safe extraction of all patrol members, thereby upholding
the highest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.”
Collier provides more detail of the engagement and rescue:
“During the five-hour firefight, Thornton was wounded in his back. Norris ordered Thornton and two
of the South Vietnamese SEALs to fall back to a sand dune to the north and provide covering fire. Not
long after, the Vietnamese SEAL who had stayed behind arrived at Thornton’s position and told him
that Norris had been killed. Thornton charged back over 500 yards of open terrain to Norris. When he
got there, he killed two enemy soldiers standing over the lieutenant’s body. He lifted Norris, barely
alive and with a shattered skull, and began to run back toward the beach, enemy fire kicking up all
around him.
“The blast from an incoming round fired by the USS Newport News blew both men into the air.
Thornton picked up Norris again and raced for a sand dune and then retreated 300 yards to the water.
As he plunged into the surf, Thornton lashed his life vest to the unconscious officer’s body. When
another SEAL was hit in the hip and couldn’t swim, Thornton grabbed him and slowly and painfully
swam both men out to sea. Despite his wounds, Thornton swam for more than two hours. All three
wounded men were rescued by the same junk that had dropped them off 16 hours earlier.

Later Career
From 1974 to 1977, Thornton served as a BUD/S instructor at NAB Coronado, California, and in 1978
was selected to serve two years with the British Special Boat Squadron (SBS) in an exchange billet. In
1980, Thornton was chosen by Commander Richard Marcinko to be a founding member of SEAL
Team Six, the U.S. Navy's first unit dedicated to counter-terrorism. Thornton later became a
commissioned officer in June 1982 and retired as a lieutenant in 1992. He currently sits on the board
of advisors for Veterans Direct.
In 2001, Thornton received the Golden Plate Award of the American Academy of Achievement
presented by Awards Council member Lt. Thomas R. Norris, USN

November 9, 2013: Officials dedicated a 10-foot statue depicting Navy Seal Lt. Thornton carrying Lt.
Norris on his shoulders during the facility’s 28th annual Muster reunion at the National Navy UDTSEAL Museum in Fort Pierce, Florida. “It was the only time this century when one Medal of Honor
winner was rescued by a person who would eventually get a Medal of Honor for rescuing him,” said
Rick Kaiser, executive director of the museum. The bronze statue was commissioned by former
presidential candidate H. Ross Perot. The sculptor is Paul Moore of Norman, Oklahoma.

The Giant Killer book & page honors these incredible war heroes making sure their stories of valor and
sacrifice are never forgotten. God Bless our Veterans.
I highly recommend a visit to The Giant Killer Page.....
Richard J. Flaherty. At just 4 foot 9 inches was the smallest man to ever serve in the US military,
Flaherty, was born with a rare blood disease he only grew to the size of 4' 9" 97lbs, but he had big
dreams and wanted to fight for his country. All the military branches initially turned him down but
that didn't deter Flaherty. He spent three years writing letters until the Army finally allowed him in
but no one ever believed he would make it through basic training.
Flaherty exceeded all expectations by becoming a Paratrooper and Officer. In December of 1967, he
was sent to Vietnam with the 101st Airborne Division. One of his first tests as a Platoon Leader was
during the "Tet Offensive. He also served as a Platoon Leader with companies B, C, and D and as a
Recon Platoon Leader with Echo company.
In January of 1969, he returned to the U.S. and attended the Special Forces School at Fort Bragg &
assigned to the 3rd Special Forces Group. Later that year he was promoted to Captain and returned
to South East Asia with the 46th Special Forces Company A-110 in Camp Pawai, Lopburi Thailand.

Richard J. Flaherty was awarded Silver Star, 2 Bronze Stars, and 2 Purple Hearts for his actions in
Vietnam.
The Giant Killer Finding Flaherty book & documentary are available now.
I have watched the documentary and found it very interesting and recommend it.

Captain Richard J. Flaherty
I was given permission from the page owner to use these articles....... John Currie

Gun Trucks in Vietnam
After World War II, France sought to reestablish its control over the region. It sent troops to restore
colonial rule. They were opposed by the Viet Minh, a Communist-based movement headed by
Vietnamese nationalist Ho Chi Minh that sought independence for Vietnam.
The Viet Minh began fighting against the French in 1946 in what became known as the First Indochina
War, first using guerrilla tactics and then more conventional methods of warfare as it received
weapons and financial support from the Soviet Union and China.
In November 1953, thousands of French paratroopers dropped into the Dien Bien Phu Valley in the
mountainous far northwest region of Vietnam near the Laotian border. They took possession of a
small airstrip there and began creating a military stronghold that included a chain of fortified garrisons
on a 40-mile perimeter around the airstrip.
The French brought in more than 15,000 troops but this sizeable force was stretched thin defending
the large perimeter. And they were badly outnumbered. The Viet Minh had almost 50,000 troops
under the command of Gen. Vo Nguyen Gap, an ardent Communist who is considered one of the 20 th
century’s greatest military strategists.
France had two primary objectives in its occupation of Dien Bien Phu. It sought a base from where it
could attack and cripple the supply lines into Laos that supported the growing insurgency in that
country. And it wanted to provoke the Viet Minh into an open, massed attack, confident that French
forces would prevail in this type of warfare.
The French underestimated Giap’s leadership as well as the Viet Minh army’s weapons and
capabilities. The French forces expected to rely on the airstrip to resupply the bastion, wrongly
assuming that the Viet Minh had no anti-aircraft weapons.
Giap did nothing to try to stop the initial incursion. For four months, his troops prepared. They spread
out through the steep hills until the army literally surrounded the Dien Bien Phu valley. They dug out
well-protected artillery positions and somehow manhandled huge artillery pieces up and down the
steep slopes and through dense growth to their positions.
On March 13, 1954, under the dark sky of a new moon, the Viet Minh artillery began shelling one of
the French perimeter garrisons and the army laid siege to the entire French outpost. The next day,
Giap’s artillery disabled the airstrip and his troops attacked and captured another perimeter garrison.
For the next two months, under the cover of artillery fire that the French could not suppress, the Viet
Minh forces adopted the type of trench warfare seen in World War I, digging closer and closer to the
French lines while working to isolate the remaining French garrisons. The French Air Force, without an
operational airstrip, had to drop supplies by parachute while under fire. It lost 62 aircraft during the
battle; another 167 were damaged.

On March 30, 1954, Viet Minh troops attacked two more garrisons. Bloody, desperate attacks and
counterattacks raged for almost a week as the French fought with fierce resolve but continued to give
way. By April 22, Giap’s forces had captured 90 percent of the airstrip, forcing the cessation of the air
drops and leaving the French army in dire and deteriorating conditions.
The human toll on both sides was tremendous and Giap had to call for reinforcements from Laos
before resuming ground attacks on the shrinking French perimeter on May 1. The end came on May 7,
as the last shred of French resistance crumbled, and a triumphant Vietnamese soldier stood atop the
conquered French headquarters waving the red and yellow Viet Minh flag in victory.
The 57-day battle was a complete rout for the French army, which lost more than 2,200 soldiers killed
in action, and almost 11,000 more who were captured, including more than 5,100 who were
wounded. Only about 3,300 of the French prisoners of war made it home. Thousands died in captivity
as the French negotiated its exit from Indochina during the 1954 Geneva Conference.

A diary of events detailing US assistance to France 1950 onwards
September 1950 — Truman sends the Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG) Indochina to
Vietnam to assist the French. The President claimed they were not sent as combat troops, but to
supervise the use of $10 million worth of U.S. military equipment to support the French in their effort
to fight the Viet Minh forces.
Following the outbreak of the Korean War, Truman announces "acceleration in the furnishing of
military assistance to the forces of France and the Associated States in Indochina...". and sends 123
non-combat troops to help with supplies to fight against the communist Viet Minh.
1951 — Truman authorizes $150 million in French support.
1953 — By November, French commander in Indochina, General Navarre, asked U.S. General
McArthur to loan twelve Fairchild C-119 aircraft, to be flown by French crews, to facilitate Operation
Castor at Dien Bien Phu.
1954 — In January, Navarre's Deputy asked for additional transport aircraft. Negotiations ended on
March 3 with 24 CIA pilots (CAT) to operate 12 U.S. Air Force C-119s, flying undercover using French
insignia, but maintained by the USAF.
1954 — General Paul Ely, the French Chief of Staff, proposed an American operation to rescue French
forces. Operation Vulture was hastily planned but not approved due to lack of consensus.
1954 — The Viet Minh defeat the French at the battle of Dien Bien Phu. The defeat, along with the
end of the Korean War the previous year, causes the French to seek a negotiated settlement to the
war.
The terms of the July 1954 peace agreement called for a temporary partition dividing north and south
Vietnam that was supposed to end with unified national elections in 1956. The elections never
happened. Two distinct countries emerged, with communist North Korea supported by Russia and
China, whilst South Vietnam was supported by the United States and some of its allies.

The Vietnam War is here
When the United States committed major ground forces to Vietnam in 1965, truck transport was the
most available and cost-effective means of hauling supplies around the country. Aircraft (fixed and
rotary) helped move provisions from South Vietnamese ports to the field, but they could lift only
limited tonnage and were already tasked with a variety of other missions.
Supply responsibilities were allotted to the four corps tactical zones. Based at Da Nang, I Corps
stretched from the demilitarized zone to the edge of the Central Highlands. II Corps ran from the
Central Highlands south to the provinces around Cam Ranh Bay, with Qui Nhon as its supply center. III
Corps spanned the relatively short distance between II Corps and the Mekong Delta, consisting
primarily of the provinces near Saigon, its central supply hub. IV Corps encompassed the Mekong
Delta region, and Long Binh was its main depot.

Fuel convoy on Route 19

Route 19

Early convoy escorts were lightly armed and protected
In October 1966, the U.S. Army established four motor transportation units to operate under its
Transportation Corps in Vietnam: The 57th Transportation Battalion carried materiel in I Corps; the 8th
Transportation Group (Motor Transport) moved materiel between Qui Nhon and Pleiku, while also
serving An Khe; the 48th Transportation Group serviced the Saigon–Long Binh area, including Bien
Hoa and Vung Tau; while the 500th Transportation Group’s area of responsibility spanned from Cam
Ranh Bay to the interior of Vietnam. The last three transportation organizations were responsible for
performing “line haul”or long-distance transport, as opposed to local hauls covering much shorter
distances. These operations consisted of running two or more convoys every day, involving more than
200 mostly unarmed cargo trucks and 18-wheel tractor-trailers. By 1967 these groups were moving
supplies throughout South Vietnam to sustain U.S. forces, which totaled seven divisions, six

independent brigades and hundreds of company- and battalion-size units supporting the higher
echelon combat formations, operating out of hundreds of cities, villages, bases, camps, supply dumps
and outposts.
Of the eight motor transportation battalions that served in Vietnam, only those involved with line haul
convoys, such as the 27th, 54th and 124th Transportation battalions of the 8th Transportation Group,
made heavy use of gun trucks. The 6th and 7th battalions, 48th Transportation Group, did not employ
gun trucks.
Each transportation battalion was made up of three to five light or medium truck companies of three
platoons, with each platoon divided into two cargo squads. A light truck company had 175 men
equipped with 60 2½-ton trucks, or 179 men operating 60 5-ton trucks. A medium company was
serviced by about 185 men using 5-ton truck-tractors with 12- ton cargo semitrailers and 5,000-gallon
fuel semitrailers. During the war 50 truck transport companies using 2½-, 5- or 12-ton vehicles
operated in South Vietnam.
Line haul cargo convoys—generally 20 to 200 trucks and support vehicles, traveling through hostile
territory—moved thousands of tons of materiel to combat troops and firebases daily. Such road travel
was inherently hazardous. The primitive South Vietnamese road net was a patchwork affair always in a
state of disrepair, with winding hairpin curves and narrow trails snaking through treacherous jungle or
up steep mountain grades and over river-studded terrain—perfect ambush country.
Most ambushes were designed to harass and slow down supply units, and were rarely accompanied
by infantry assaults meant to destroy a convoy. Sniper, automatic weapons and rocket-propelled
grenade (RPG) fire; mines; grenades; and demolition charges were the attack methods of choice. The
vast majority of these encounters were very brief—15 to 20 minutes—with the attackers attempting
to knock out a few vehicles, especially ammunition and fuel carriers, then fading back into the jungle
or mountainous terrain. Few ambushes were devastating, but these constant pinprick attacks wore
out truck crews, damaged vehicles and effectively reduced the flow of supplies to U.S. combat units.
As the war progressed, the Americans took precautions to safeguard truck convoys. They established
outposts that secured vital bridges and artillery firebases along highways to provide fire support and
daily mine-clearing sweeps. They created rapid reaction forces with helicopters and ground troops
prepared to quickly counterattack the enemy. In spite of these measures, and the high cost in
manpower and materiel needed to implement them, Army logistic convoys remained vulnerable
during the entire war. As one U.S. Army colonel in the 8th Transportation Group lamented,“The effect
of attacks against our supply convoys and the resultant difficulty of running them was like trying to
walk with one foot in a bucket.”
From 1965 to early 1967, Army supply columns crisscrossing South Vietnam were only thinly defended
against the everyday occurrence of enemy ambushes. The first line of defense was the company truck
crews themselves. M14 rifles were issued to almost all company members, and truck squad leaders
toted 40mm M-79 grenade launchers and M1911A1 pistols. The company headquarters staff had two
M60 machine guns; there were four per platoon (two for each squad) in a light truck company and
two in each medium truck company platoon. This meager firepower allocation was at first deemed
adequate based on the premise that these soft targets rarely operated beyond corps and divisional
rear areas. But in Vietnam the “rear” and the “front” were indistinguishable, and truck traffic was
always threatened. In this scenario, M14 rifles and M60 machine guns simply lacked the range and
striking power to penetrate the thick foliage the enemy used for cover.

An initial heightened security step involved the attachment of an armed escort to the transportation
units. This usually took the form of unarmored M151 quarter-ton gun jeeps mounting a single M60
machine gun, or just a driver and a passenger toting a shotgun. Further, the gun jeeps, manned by
Army military police detachments, were few and not readily available for convoy duty. Assigned mainly
to guard corps lines of communication, they did not consider truck escort work part of their primary
function. In mid-1967, the MPs received an upgraded armored vehicle, the 73 M706 (V-100)
Commando armored car. The Commandos still lacked the firepower and ruggedness to defend
convoys, however, and there were never enough of them.
As the war ground on, armored infantry mechanized troops stationed in certain corps areas would
lend a hand in shepherding supply convoys. As the Army strove to improve the roads in South
Vietnam, travel speed increased. This was good for the truck columns, since speed was the best
defense against ambushes. Ironically, this same factor left them open to attack, since mechanized
units could not keep pace with them.
Through late 1967, Communist forces in South Vietnam mostly sought to harass Army supply convoys
with sniper fire and by planting mines. But at that point an evolving new trend emerged that involved
serious attempts by the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army to destroy land supply transport.
On September 2, in II Corps, a convoy from the 8th Transportation Group, shielded by only two gun
jeeps, was returning from a run from Pleiku to Qui Nhon, a round trip of 200 miles. Its route—Highway
19—was a long, steep, winding mountain road bordered by open fields and heavy woods that was
dubbed “Ambush Alley.” It was a longtime VC stronghold. In fact, on June 24, 1954, during the war
against the French, the Viet Minh had totally destroyed a large French combat battalion along this
route four miles from Pleiku—something the Americans were unaware of.
The Communist ambush, which took place a few miles west of the An Khe mountain pass and
encompassed a half-mile kill zone, exploded out of the bush when the convoy was split because of
mechanical problems with a fuel tanker. At dusk, the lead gun jeep and rear half of the column were
attacked. The violent assault, the largest on an American convoy to date, destroyed or damaged 34 of
the 39 trucks, killed seven U.S. soldiers and wounded another 17.
This stunning defeat demanded immediate and effective countermeasures. Colonel Joseph O. Bellino,
commander of the 8th Transportation Group, acted on a suggestion from one of his maintenance
officers to arm some of the cargo trucks with additional weapons, armor and crewmen for convoy
security duty. What was to be known in the U.S. Army as the“gun truck” may have been inspired by
the French during their 1945-54 Indochina War. They used World War II trucks mounting heavy .50caliber machine guns, crewed by six men, four of whom manned the automatic weapons for ground
support, perimeter defense and convoy escort.
Colonel Bellino ordered several 2½-ton trucks removed from regular service and outfitted with
sandbags on the floor, driver’s cabin and sides for extra protection. Two M60 machine guns were
placed in the cargo bay of each truck, and a crew consisting of a driver, two gunners and a
noncommissioned officer in charge was assigned to each vehicle. Crude as it was, the gun truck, or
“hardened vehicle,” was born. Amazingly, the Army top brass accepted the concept without
hesitation, even though it went against established procedures that prevented any modification of
vehicles and equipment without first undergoing extensive testing by the Army and the manufacturer.
Soon after the gun truck made its appearance, a suitable doctrine for its use was formulated. Referred
to as the “hardened convoy concept,”the doctrine called for truck convoys to be reduced to 100

vehicles each and further subdivided into serials of 10 to 20 trucks led by a radio-equipped gun jeep
and a hardened gun truck. An armored truck sporting .50-caliber M2 and 7.62mm M60 machine guns
took position near the center of the column, with another radio gun jeep placed at the end of the line
for command-and-control purposes. Vehicles in the convoy were spaced 100 yards apart. As the
concept progressed, and on more dangerous runs, there was an average of one gun truck for every 10
task vehicles.
By late 1968, the typical truck company contained six gun trucks and seven gun jeeps, with two of the
former assigned to each serial of 20 to 30 task trucks. Normally they were placed within a task-truck
serial, but at times one brought up the rear. Besides providing additional firepower, the hardened
convoy system gave gun trucks the ability to maneuver within the main formation in order to enforce
convoy discipline and control traffic. A further advantage, and the most important one for the gun
truck, lay in having the freedom to break away from the task trucks to reach the main area of
engagement and fight the enemy. Once on the scene, the gun truck would halt and lay down
concentrated fire. If enemy fire was light, the vehicle would maintain station and issue suppressive fire
as it moved.

The Gun Trucks Arrive.
Vehicles used and type if applicable......
The 2 ½ ton M35's early on used the Wooden Gun Box and Sandbag armor, followed by the Steel Gun
Box and the M35 also utilized the Quad 50 Mackson M55, a Korean war era weapon the M55 had a
Maximum Effective Range of 2,500 yards and a Maximum Range of 4 ½ miles, it certainly cut down the
choices of safe hiding places.
The 5 ton M54's also used Wooden Gun Boxes with Sandbag armor, then came the Steel Gun Box and
also the Quad 50 Mackson M55, one that stands out for many is the M54/M113 combo, The 54 with
an M113 APC body shell (stripped of Engines, Drive Train, Track etc) also had variations, the M113
shells normally were bolted down facing forward, but a few crews bolted them on facing rearwards.
A few M54's also sported angular armor
The 5 ton M51 Dump Truck was also pressed into Gun Truck service by the Engineer units , They made
excellent Gun Truck platforms, they could easily handle the weight of single or double walled armour
as well as various weapons and plenty of ammunition, assigned regular crews, they would be used as
security for Mine Clearing, Protecting their convoys as well as Construction site and Base Camp
Perimeters.
The ¾ ton M37 at times carried out the duties of the Convoy Commanders vehicle, it offered more
room than the ¼ ton M151 Gun Jeep, lightly armored with a varied selection of weapons.
¼ ton M151 was used for Convoy Security/Convoy Commanders vehicles, the M151A1 was prone to
rollovers at high speeds, designed to carry a maximum of 1,200lbs the weight would often be above
1,400lbs, consisting of Armor/Additional Equipment/Crew along with Weapons and Ammunition, the
M151A2 and its redesigned rear suspension greatly reduced the rollovers, Yes the M151A2 did see
service in Vietnam.
V100 Commando used by the US Army Military Police also found itself on Convoy duties

The Gun Truck was never officially sanctioned by the US Army, the Army invariably rejects any field
modification to its vehicles and equipment unless it has gone through the US Army's extensive testing.
8th Group Commanding Officer Colonel Joseph O. Bellino ordered a number of the 2 ½ ton M35's to be
modified, With regards to the black paint, apparently some green tint was added to the black to
somehow conform to the Olive Drab regulations.
The Olive Drab was replaced by Gloss Black on many of the Gun Trucks, the Black was very
intimidating as was the fire that the Gun Trucks brought to bear on the enemy, soon the enemy had
christened the Gun Trucks as Mui Hoi Con Rong (Breath of the Dragon)
Weapons of the Gun Trucks, the Gun Truck Modifications were left yo the assigned crews, there were
no plans to work from, the only Weapons available at that time were the M60 machine guns,
Now how many remember the John Wayne Movie Green Berets????? how many remember Peterson?
?? no not the part with the kid Hamchuck.... the Peterson that every Unit has no matter what service,
they all have that man that can beg, borrow steal or barter for whatever you need....
Soon the Gun Trucks had .50 Cals .30 cals additional M60's and even the XM154 7.62 mm Minigun, yes
Helo's could be missing one or both, some were bartered for..... again there was no standard for what
weapons a Gun Truck carried, they could appear with as many as six or seven in varied configurations
I have not even scratched the surface in this article on the Gun Trucks in Vietnam, it was never my
intent to go too deep, What I will do is start off by giving you the publications I am always looking at,
The Author is James Lyles

All three books are full of photographs, The Gun Trucks in Vietnam: Have Guns – Will Travel alone has
294 photo's, the last 14 pages gives the Names and Details of 564 Gun Trucks...... Names that the
crews took from Hit songs like California Dreamin, Big Bad John, Iron Butterfly and Eve of Destruction.
Movies like Casino Royale, Christmas Carol and Easy Rider, Wives and Girlfriends names appeared and
the Crews sense of humor came out with the likes of Charlie Chasers, Birth Control and Ho Chi's
Hearse and there were many unamed Gun Trucks.

The Gun Trucks

M35 with Wooden Gun Box

M54 with Wooden Gun Box

M54 with Wooden Gun Box

M35 with Steel Gun Box

M35 with a shorter Steel Gun Box

M35 with short Steel Gun Box

M35 with Steel Gun Box

M54 with Steel Gun Box

M54 with Steel Gun Box

M35 with Steel Gun Box

M35 with the early bolted on Steel Plate Armor

M54 with an early version armor short Steel Gun Box

M54 UNTOUCHABLE with Mech Armor, M54 SATANS LIL ANGEL with Steel Gun Box and M35
PSYCHOTIC REACTION with early bolted on Steel Plate Armor

M54 with Steel Gun Box

M35 Quad

M35 Quad

M35 Quad

M35 Good Luck Charm's Quad was sometimes removed and used as a a ground based weapon

M54 Quad

M54 Quad

M54 Quad

M54 Quad

M54/ M113 Gun Truck

M54/ M113 Gun Truck

M54/ M113 Gun Truck

M54/ M113 Gun Truck

M54/ M113 Gun Truck

M54/ M113 Gun Truck

M51 Dump Truck Gun Truck

M51 Dump Truck Gun Truck

M37 Gun Truck

M37 Gun Truck

M37 Gun Truck

M37 Gun Truck

M37 Gun Truck

M37 Gun Truck

M151 Gun Jeep with M54 with Steel Gun Box, Little Respect had a tall Gun Box

M151 early convoy protection, no armor, twin M60

M151 Gun Jeep, M54 with shorter Steel Gun Box

M151 Gun Jeep

V100

V100

V100

V100

V100 notice the seam on the tires

Modeling the Gun Trucks
Until AFV Club started releasing their M35 and M54 models the only option apart from a total
scratchbuild was to use the Italeri M-925 to get to an M54. Now we have Several from AFV and looks
like possibly more will follow.

The Models

You can mount the Quad on an M54

The M51 is a Resin kit

Conversion sets

M35 Gun Truck Conversion (Resin)

Accessories
There are plenty of weapons and accessories available in Resin, 3D printed etc....

Legend M134 Mini Gun

Eduard PE for AFV Club M35

Decals
Plenty of decals available from the likes of Star Decals, Echelon and MEC Models, both Star Decals and
Echelon provide templates for the armor plate, doors and windows as needed.

M35's

M54's

A look inside the REAL MODELS Ace of Spades

Reference Material,

There were many Sources for this article, hours spent online picking bits here and there, the
publications above and I watched the Gun Trucks documentary many times, but it is something I
watch often anyways... The Books by James Lyles were indispensable, I need to replace them the
pages are all coming loose......
John Currie.

Members Builds and Works in Progress

Darby Erd – Airfix – 1/72 scale P-40B AVG.

Darby Erd – Hasegawa – 1/72 scale P-40N.

Trevor -

Zach Chapman – Resin Dogs.

Tom Wingate – Revell – 1/32 scale F-104 Starfighter.

Tom Wingate – Tamiya – 1/20 scale Honda RA272 1965 F1.

Hub Plott - Dekno Models – 1/48 scale Spartan 7W.

Hub Plott – AMP – 1/48 scale Boeing YL-15.

John Currie – Airfix – 1/72 scale E-Boat (In progress).

John Currie – Italeri – 1/35 scale M109 40th Field Reg RA, 7th Armoured Brigade (In progress).

Ralph Nardone – Fujimi – 1/72 scale Phantom FG.1.

Ralph Nardone – Academy – 1/72 scale F-4J (UK).

Ralph Nardone – Hasegawa – 1/72 scale F-4B VF-51.

Ralph Nardone – Hasegawa – 1/72 scale F-4N VF-111.

Norm Foote – Lindberg – 1/130 scale Jolly Roger.

John Currie – Takom – 1/35 scale GWS-30 Sea Dart (In progress).

John Currie – Airfix – 1/72 scale E-Boat (In progress).

Rick Broome – Renwal – 1/48 scale 1929 Ford Model A (In progress).

Well thats all folks
John

